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ARCHIVE STORAGE

- Paperboard or Polypropylene

Pragrass has baen made in Auslralta dunng Lhe
lasl four years n the gualily, waricly and
availability ol archive slorage boxes and
enclosures, Australian Arghives have usod
considerable imtiative 10 influgnce an improved
availatulily of betlar quality paperboard, mads in
Austraha, Albox auslralia Ply Lld has also
doveloped a range of box designs and archival
slorage syslems in palypropyle e,

1 was natural 1hal sorme avetlap coourrad during
Ihase developmenl progassas, Arghivists arg
now boing oHered boxes and enclogures far
pariucular applicalions in gilhar papar or
polypropylena, ool Ihere s de published
informaucn Lo help Ihem choose which is heas)
for the job. The relelive manls of Ihese matarials
are necessarly dependant on budger faclors as
wall as chemical, physical and mechanical
propenies, The besl answers may 1esl budgs
lrnils bul in some climatic condifions and 1or
sorme silualions, palypropylens providas the
besl salutions,

Chemlcal Aspecls

Many Mrchivisls have begn trained in papar
praclices not in plagiics, Ta saome Archivisls
choosing a plaslic has meanl 1aking rizks

and Archivists have lo be careful, In many
cazes lhis has however resulled in degisions
Leng made in favowr af The known bad
charaglarisies al paperboard because il 1%
cheap ralher than using Ine unpraven vidues of
tha mare coslly polypropyiens,

This quandary has now heen resolved by Albok
Ausiralia arrangqing lor tess on Ausliat=an
polypropylens by the Imagse F‘Elma? ICE
Inslilule in Rochesler, MWew York qara
{Auslralia) Py Lid, who produce the "Promeg”
palypropylene usad by Albox. submitled Lheir
archiva grade sheel 1o lhe Instilule (or [esling
The Instilule reponed [hal the samples met all
ol fthe requoremants of 1the inlernalionally
racognisad "Pholographic Aclivily Test". Mo
paparboard box, acid Iree or olherwise, could
he expectad lo padamm so wel.

Paperhoard has had us problems, The
Auslralian guality was nol acid free. fAusiralian
Arahives' co-pparauon with Australian
rianufaciurers, and the fordoilous chang2s in
papermaking praclices thal have been
ascuring in Auslralia {or enviranmenial
reasons, have resulted in lhere now Being
considarable qualily improvements, At Uis
stage e improved gquality is reslrcled (o large
buyers bul it may svenwally become more
qenerally available, 1 is undarstood thel il s
alkaline bufarad. Polypropylene is an ined and
glgble product which requires na bufenng

Wihirfe anr damage - whal happens
when valpaklg (lems aran’l slored

property,



FPhysical Aspecla

The physical and mechanical propanias of
paperboard and pofypropylens are quila
different, It 1s notL sually possible or desirable to
simply make a paperboard box design
oul of polypropylens. As will be discussad |alar
peperboard has lhe advanlage ol being oflan,
bul nol always, a cheaper unil cosl.
Folypropylene is however a superior maleral. Il
will mot rol, supporl mould growlh or absork
moisiure. Polypropylane box designs feawre
outfiting hds, buill-n closure clasps and greaer
sirangih, parhcularly along creases and lolds,
wlthout any increase in weight, Independenl
1asls parfarmed on bath paperboard and
polypropylana boxos have shown that aler
repegled fexing and rugged handling neo
raduchion at all in tha sirenglh ol lhe creases
and lhe lolds was avidant in lhe polypropylans
boxes bui lhe cardboard bokes showed
considerable wear and breakage. Warehouse
space requiremenls are normally 50% lass lar
unassembled polypropylene boxes. Bolh
paperboard and polypropylene boxes can be
delivared flal and assembled al time ol use.
Eaza of assambly 15 aboul the same.

Paparboard 15 of course llammable and so is
palypropylene bul polypropylane raguires a
lemparature of some 630°C 10 ignite. The
sallening polnd lies between 140 - 150°C and
the maling point s approx 165°C, The low
lhermal conduclivity of polypropylane [aboul
one hundredth lhat of brass) gives some
pralacuon againsl axlernal lemparature
changes,

The most common real lite fre rigk situation n
archives is nol fre ilself bul when the sprinklers
ara aellvated or the fite brigade arrives. The lire
15 quenched b the paperboard boxes gel
soaked. Falypropylens boxes wath oullitling lds
will prolact thelr enclosures, unless submerged,
and the boxes thamselvas are nol damaged by
the waler, Weighl ncrease on exposure Lo water
at room lemperalure 15 lass than 0,2%

Furthermaore solid polypropylene can be
complelely immarsed in waer withgul oss of
mecharmeal sirenglh or funelion,

In The Troplos

In areas of high relalva humidily, paperboard
bowes will absorb moisture resulting in & marked
decrease In lhe performanca of 1ha box,
Palypropylene a5 & malerial has an extremely

inspaciing white gnl damage ar the
State Library of South Ausiralia

low, virtually zegy rale of walar absorplion and
will nol become "sagay"” as a result of usa in
humid chimates.

The act hal polypropyleane will nol rol, mildaw
or supporl growth is sigrilicanl, parlicularly in
pre-use slarage and handling where condilions
are oHen nal ideal. Polypropylens is noL ealan
by rals or vamin as il has no lood value or
attraction,

Prige

Paparboard is uwsually cheaper lhan
polyprapylene o produce. Tha price difference
has howevar closed in ragent years, Large
conlracl buyars can get very competilive
paparboard pricas, Howewver, poly propyleng
can ba producad aconomically in smallar
quantilies and as & resull can ofler better prices
far small and modium volurme arders, P boxas
of dilferent colours are needed for archive
coding, the sharer production guantities can
usually ba handtad by polypropylens swithomt
panally,




Auslralian polypropylene compeles very
lavaurably wilh impored acid Iree paperboand.
In large hams, such as taxilea siorage boxes,
Ihe savings can be large.

Albox has a policy ol stocking its more popular
polyprapylens ines lo assist the archivigis
neading smaller quanities, The abilily o bay a
lew al a lime can save a lol of funds being lied
up In warohouze slocks,

Il whale of life valua 1= more imponanl lhan
inital cost lhen polypropylene must bo
considared, Consersalors responsibla for
relocaling very old paperboard boxes know Lhe
high labaur easis involved and the timea lakan in
rebaming,

Box Deslans Thal Favour Elthar

Faperboard or Polypropylena

Because ¢l the price laclar ihere are some
paperboard designs, eq; lhe slandard or Mo )
Archive Box, which are produced inwary larga
muns and al very low prices.

Bacausae of ilz machanical praperlies
polypropylens is considered Lo ho & supenor
praduct iniled anly by its inival price; L could
be argued that vary pracious recards jusLfy the
prica difteranca. In some silwalons, such as
pholagraphic storage syslems, polypropylene is
virlally the cnly goluiion, Ciher examples
include Larga Texlila Boxes, Slass Magalive
Bowas and Audin Tape Boxes, [ durabilty is a
factor (much rehandling) than polypropylena
can ba a prafammad cplion for Micrafiln Boxas,
Salchals, Foldars and Binders,

Albox has also devaloped archival qualily ring
binders wilh nylen ring hungs thal are
much mare durable lhan paperboard or BW.C.
aguivalems, As officas switch 10 using 1hese
archival binders - which cosl no more - Lhe
fedious and coslly fransier of [iles inlo slorage
gan be greally radugad,

For photegraphle maiarlales the Albox
polypropylena syslems - including a varnisty of
slage pages and anclosures - are the
prafamad option as lhay conlain no adhesives
ar melals, They also cost much less than
"mylar" and acid [Iree paper syslems.

The Environmenl

Because of the need 1o striglly conlrol 1he
produclion chemisirg it Is unlikely thal quality
acid iree archire boxes will ever be made Irom
racyclad malerials, Bolh paparboard and

palypropylene are however recyclabla.
Polypropylens can be re-used indefiniigly thos
reducing lhe "lrash factor' and no Ireas are cul
down o produce il

Summary

Archivizis and Conservalars in Australia ara
gatting a much wider chaice ol aptrons when
sesklng slorage malenals, There 15 no single
answer 1o whelher paperboard or palypropylens
iz Ihe besl and mosl cosL efeclive sclulion Lo
any siluation, The good news 15 that (here are
now qualiny aplons,

Paolypropylens is here to slay byl al Lhis stage
the only grade cleared for archival oge in
Auslralia iz "Promeq" which 12 uzed exclusidoly
by Albow,

Atbox Type 1 boxes as used by Lhe
Fuhffe Records Qffice of Horg Kong




MMany paparoard boxes will of course conlinue
1o be used, balth acid Mee amd nen acid free,
bocauze of he initinl cost lzolon Polypropylens
boxes area hawever fiading a widening
accoplance pariy as a resull of tha whole af ile
walne agpect, For racards requirlan rsainnm
meservahon zlandards Lhey ame fow oan
availabls and approved qualily oplion,

Thanzs largely o these milistves Ausirzlio is
Ligczoiming, of has become, a wuorld leadsr in
archival preclice and innowvalizr, Ausirglia = nol
Ihz fissi Lo u&s polypaopylens - s in use by he
Library ol GCongress in [he U3 A - [ Lhe
Ausiralian range of desinn oplizns is belioved
o i B well in advance of anylhing cusrseas

Qualily Conlral Tesis

Indepzndenl wslz ay limage Fermanence
laslilule al Hochezler lasliiulzs of
Tecanalagy Mew York Hiave beea undeitaken
0!

T "Prameq" polypropylenc which s essd o oal
Albox boses and 2llseres

* Polygropylene (ihm used in ne Adbox
phalzgraphic sloraos pages

* Polyalhylene film used in Wha canon linses o
M1 Slorape bowes - dzanribed in ihis
calaloque,

TE resulis g the dhove nave Bean receiecd
anz are lavourzhle

“Fromeg” polypropylene has also passed
Malional Archives ol Ausiralia tesis,

Tesis Ly E.LRE Jy Lid, an aarmalanally
recounissd indesendznl esling aullionly, were
alse undarsekenr. Thsy compaied Lha aginl
1eapanse and cnemical sabihily of the Albos
solypropylene howras End the rocenily
inlrpduced Ausiralian azié Irss caperboard
Licsaeass,

The resulls were:

“Staklity of Maroriais:

During e avelone digeshon, ne signilicgat
degradalion was obzerverd of any of the
polypropylenes of parcbhzard samples.
During Ihe baolling waler leach process, the
palypropylane samples mainiained their
imtegrily, During Ihe sams process, Lhe
rgrdboard corrugalions separaied snd suHiciznl
fibree warz relagsed |2 slow subsouenld
fillralioon, Aninlsnss blus dyo was alsas relegsel,
More of 1he samnles gave 5 deisclable acid

Agstordtian and foSans Are &0 or-going
process an the Sigie Library of South
Ausiralia

resconse whean litrdled. The deleciion il
curreszonds 1o 0015 b weighl sulphore acid in
Ihe adaginal zample,

Mo dmeciable metals were releazed from the
polypropylene which gave the same resulls
as a conirgl blank, Sodium and colcicm were
Isached ram the card e tenelizr wilh some
[ralResium, magnesium and salphur farobathy
g5 sulphaie) and g small quantly of copper and
Alarmiram,”

ACHNOWTL ECNSEMMERT:
Fhorographs have beer suppied amd
reproguced by the king paemiission of the
State Library of Sounh Austeaiia,

Albox Ausivatia acknowledges iFe
agsislanca prowvdad By senier meEnagement
within the Siale Library, and
Mr Palar Zaficek for kis
fime and assistanss in supplving
phoia images in digital farmat,




TYPE 1 ARCHIVE STORAGE BOX

The Type 1 Box is supplied in 1.0mm polypropylene.

The innovative finger pull device assists removal [rom Lhe shelf.
There are no finger holes lo give access lo pesis or pollulants.

The ouffitting lid ensures optimum prolection [rom waler or dusl.
The ideal Type 1 Box for records Lhal are handled regularly.

380 x 260 x 175mm

NOTE:
All dimensions are internal
All boxes wlll be delivered flat for easy assembly

at the time of use

STOCK ITEMS 8



A2 AND A3 BOXES |

Slrong durable storage conlainers lor documents and arelacts.
A drop side base allows for easy access for handling of contents.

The bases of beth the A2 and A3
boxes are made in 1.4mm black

polypropylens wilh Lhe

lids in 1.0mm grey polypropylens

A2 Library Box -
§10 x 440 x 100mm

A3 Library Box -
440 x 370 x 100mm

A4 AND FOOLSCAP BOXES I

The ideal brary shelf slorage syslem for magazines, documents and
pamphilets.

Both the A4 and foolscap boxes
are manulaciured in 1.0mm grey

polypropylense

Ad Box -
220 x 230 x 100mm

Foolscap Box -
J70 x 230 x 100mm




2-RING ALBOX FILE BOX - 55mm RING

CAPACITY - 62mm SPINE

OPTIONAL/REPLACEABLE 2 RING FILING SYSTEM.
Allows the File Box 1o be used as a box or as a file,

* PRHOVISION FOR
INDEX CARDS

* EASILY ACCESSED
"OPEN QUT"
BOX DESIGN

* SUITABLE FOR
FOOLSCAP and
Ad FILING

380 x 260 x 62mm
Stocked in 1.0mm grey polypropytene

MB: Used for haole-punched documents only. Plaslic sleeves will not fil
in Lhis lile box

MICROFILM BOXES

35mm and 16mm

* Lighlweight yel slrong/durable
" Celour oplicns available
~ Made in 3.8mm polypropylens

A5mm -

BA x 98 x 43mm - stock
1omm -

98 x 98 x 23mm - cantracl

Can also be u=ed lo
held 12 or & diskelles.



SMALL AND LARGE TEXTILE BOXES

STRONG
CONSTRUCTICN -
RESISTS BUCKLING

These lextile boxes
have been designed
and manulaclured in
heawvy duly 1.4mm
polypropylene wilh a
grey fid and black base,

They are an axceallent
allernalive lo the
expensive imporer
paperboard producls

Small -

800 x 540 x 170mm
Large - _
1350 x 540 x 140mm = - s

B2 ;‘.\Em{ nES,
v"@"ﬂ
“HEE FREE FRER



PRINT MUSIC HOLDERS

MUSIC SCORE COVER [PIC.1)
Stock colour - Black; 320 % 255 x {up o) 25mm

MUSIC SCORE AND CHCOHAL FOLDER (PIC. 2)
Score Slock colour - Black;

355 x 265 x (up Lo ) 30mm

Chaoral Slock colour -Charcoal Grey;

310 % 235 x {up to) 30mm

MUSIC SCCAE AND CHORAL SATCHEL
(see salchels page 12 for pic.)

Slock colour - Gray; Score 330 x 250 x 20mm
Chora! 280 x 185 x 20mm

MUSIC SCORE BOX (PIC. 3)
Slack colour - Black:

290 x 275 1 62mm

{Cplional handle available}

ACCESSORIES

POLYETHYLENE BOX LINER

FOR TYPE 1 BOXES

Your Paperboard boxes provide litile or no
proleclion against accidental sprinkler or
waler damage. In such circumslances a
box liner can save Lhe conlents even
though lhe box is destroyed.

*ACID FREE POLYETHYLENE

ACID FREE TISSUE
Sheel size - 430 x 700mm in 18gsm. The lissue is non larnish and is suilable
for lhe wrapping of coslumes elc. in 1exlile conservalion.

Mon buHered.

ACID FREE ADHESIVE LABELS
* Specially Formulaled permanent acid-free
adhesive to slick lo polypropylana.
* Supplied in A4 sheels lor ease of prinling
" Two label sizes available:
98 % 33.9mm - 16 labels/sheel
239 x 30.1mm - 14 labels/sheel

10



BOXES MADE TO ORDER

CALL, FAX OR EMAIL ALBOX FOR PRICES OR A QUOTE.

'SOLANDER'

TYPE BOXES
A, 460 x 320 x 35mm
E. 565 x 410 x 5Gmm
C. 640 = 450 x 55mm
O 820 x 5910 = 5bmm
E. 740 x 640 x 55mm
F. 820 x 565 x 55mm
(3. 870 x 640 x 55mm
H. 820 % 720 x 55mm
[ 1020 » B20 = 55mm

Jo 1020 x 770 x BAEmMm
K. 1225 » 820 » 55mm
L. 845 x 865 x 55mm

The lower casl allernalive 1o 'solander’ boxes
*'Clam-shell’ design
" Ouler box 1.4mm grey polypropylens®
Inner liner 0.8mrm black polypropylene +
" 12 sizes lo choose [ram, or craale your own size
" Na minimum guantities apply to this product
* NOTE: Larger sizes may be supplied in varying colours of

polypropylene, depending on malerial availabilily al time of
production

TABILOID NEWSPAPER BOXES
" Base and lid slyle

* Lid made in 1.0rmm and base in
1.4dmm polypropylene,

small size - 415 x 315 x 100mm

Large size - 485 x 325 x 100mm

- BOXES MADE
TO ORDER



SATCHELS
T Various sizes and colours

Standard dimensions - 330 x 250
wilh 7, 10, 15, 20. 25mm spines

Large - 510 x 407 x 25rmm salchel

NOTE: 20mm in dove grey is a
slock item

GLASS NEGATIVE BOXES
Whale plale - 235 » 175 x 20mm
Whale plate - 235 » 175 1 63mm
Half plale - 280 = 160 1 130mm
Quarter plate - 145 » 120 x 37mm

AUDIO TAPE BOXES
* WMade in 0.8mm polyprapylene

104" - 275 % 275 x 25mm
10" - 270 % 270 % 17mm
7' -185 2 183 ¢ 17mm
E¥ 138 % 133 x 1¥mm
37- BEx BAx14mm

MOTE: Available wilh built-in hub
[or 10" & 10 " reels

AERIAL FILM BOX
' Made in 1.4mm polypropylaneg
260 x 140 x 140mm




| BOXES MADE TO ORDER

RECORD BOXES

" Made in strong 1.4mm (167)
or 1.2mm (12", 10" and 7")
polypropylene

18" - 420 x 450 x 60mm
12" - 335 » 355 x 80mm
107 - 280 x 300 ¥ 60mm

FT - 205 x 230 x g0mm

16mm CINEFILM BOXES
* Made in 0.8mm polypropylene
* b sizes available -

185 x 185 x 23mm
275 x 275 x 23mm
320 % 320 x 23mm
A55 x 355 x 23mm
390 x 390 x 23mm

MICROFICHE BOXES

* Made in 0.8mm polypropylene
*Jd sizes available -

168 x 125 x ddmm
168 1 125 x 22mm
168 = 108 x 22mm

13



BOXES MADE TO ORDER

HAT BOX

= Originally designed for the storage
of large hats

* Made in 1.0mm polypropylene

450 % 450 x 300mm

DIRECTORY HOLDER
* Made in strong 1.4mm polypropylene

250 x 280 x 100mm

CD BOX

- Lightweight yel slrong durable
1.0mm polypropylene

" Holds 23 CD= in lheir cases
¥ Holds 35 CDs in slimline cases

245 x 130 x 145mm

TYPE 3,5 & 8 BOXES
= Alslralian Slandard dimensions

Type 3 - 1.0mm polypropylene
371 x 156 x 112mm

Type 5 - 1.4mm polypropylens
380 x 215 x 140mm

Type 8 - 1.4mm polypropylene
850 x 105 x 100mm

14



STATIONERY ITEMS

MINIMUM QUANTITY ORDERS MAY APPLY
CD FILE

" Made in 1.0mm polypropylens, with
25mm capacily rinps

' Complele with 15 CD Pages
(helds 30 Co's)

* Relill pages availalle

SATCHELS

* Made in either 0.6 or 0.8mm
polypropylens

" Choose from Lhe salid or
lranafucent range of eolours

* Various sizes available including
A4 with a range of capacities frr::m
5Smm to B0mm

FILE COYERS

" Macde in either 3.6 or O.8mnm
palyprapylans

" Chooze lrom the salid or lranslucen|
range of colours

Y Several slyles 1o choosa (ram.
ldeal Ter laleral liling

‘MANILLA' TYPE FOLDERS

" Iade in 0.5 crQL8mm polvpropylene
' [ .I'|-I I

* 4 giras available - 345 x 235 ; \
¥ 3,12, 21 or 30mm spines 4
" Expandalle spine widlhs

15




OTHER ALBOX PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

CUSTOM MADE PRODUCTS
For mere informalion aboul having a preduct made for packaging or
presenlalion please contact Albox diraclly.

SCREEN PRINTING AND
FOIL STAMPING

You can personalise any of our
products with screen printing or foil
stamping. For only a small additional
cost you can add your company’s
logo or name; Call Albox for delails.

PHOTOGRAPHIC ALBUMS AND
PAGES

Ses separale Albox pholographic
calalogue.

archfiles.com
For more inlormation abioul
our new 'green’ self-
assembly archliles, please
visit our new website:
www. archliles.com or
phone Albox for
assislance.

-
ALTSTAALL AUSTARLIA
* AUSTRALIA PTY LTD |

56 Norlh Terrace, KENT TOWN, 5.A. 5067

PH: {08) 8362 4811 {local) PH: 1300 555 717 (inlerslale)
FAX:(08) 8362 4066
E-mail: albox@albox.com.au www.albox.com.au
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